Notch 1 keeps pro-T cells on track.
In this issue of Immunity, Feyerabend et al. (2009) report that Delta-like 4, acting on Notch 1, prevents pro-T cells from differentiating into dendritic cells and B cells. In addition, in the absence of Notch 1, B cells in the thymus arose from a cell-extrinsic pathway.